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We are met torether this ovening ss a group of God's neople 
to determine, if vossible, a matter wiich vitally coneerns the 
testinony of our ehurch and our loyalty both to Jemis Christ and 
to the Bible. I have two ronsons for rorret that It is necessary o4 
to hold such a meetine. The first is thot there is apparently an hon- - 
est difference of opinion among the membership of our owm church on 
the issue which confronts us. Such differences within the body or 
—- Christ are to be reerettcd In view of the ideal set bofore us in 
iors the Scriptures to be all “of the aaxne mind.” The second 13 thats 
im. Stand beseé on the Word of God is often misinterpreted and seldom 
-  undorstood by those outside the eturch., Yet on the other hand, F 
amejad that.we hive the osportusity.te bear itness to tic centrality 
- of our faith and the iqmiications of consistest Christianity. ~We 
ave much like the prophet derenfah, Humanly sneaking, we shrink 
fren Ceclaring and following God's Word and will whore it is © 
seting and unpopular, yot thenk God for tite privilere of represent- 
ins tim before men and Cecicring His truths. 


to 
+ 


. ihe guestion before us is whether we shell continue to foin 

“with thé other church in our community for union Menoriel Day — 

wunday observances, For q mmber of years itis has been the practice 

oF our ci rche. However, o oortion of the people 4dr our church do not - 4 
fever the continuance of this eustom, i henvtily coneuy in their 
Sentiment. A rear ngo when the mattor first confronted me as pastor 


> _ 


of tre eclniveh i found it necessary toe inform the offiecrs of the 
chiveh thet as a wininter of Jems Christ I could “ot consefontiously 
participate in such a service. At that time f Gié not econrey my : 
convictions to the rest of the church, nor beve I done so Sines, ~ 
ubljcly or Orlvateliy with at the most one or two egyceptions. tather, 
< have sought fo declare in positive imanner the truth of the Woréd, 
which We ceiue Seems to have venewse the convictions of some to the 
utter jncensisteney one weone of conducting seh a union somrftees 


With the turn of anoiser year the question agoin confronts ws, 
and the trvstees of the church @eemed ii wiSe t@ consult the members 
of the coneregatfican as to their will in the mstter, For that 7am. 
2es2 we gre met Here tonight, The matter is in vour hants, + trust 
chet your deeision will be governed by what is right, not by oxpediencrys 
by Lhe teaching of the whré, God's inspired revelation to us. not by 
the popularity of your action. As members of the body of Christ it is 
your respons iniitey to Make shese eriteris the hasis of your judgment. 


You will @eeice either to continue these services or to Hine them 
#D oan ond. Tf vou meke the former choice there cay scem to he. very 
piauzible casos for so doins. ou no doubt desire to reintomy 

witnin the conmuniiv ame friendly a spirit as is ssible.. Perhaps 

vou bevel in mind the indunction, s8 Yar aa in vou ‘lies, *oilive 
péreeceably “ith all sense I con well sysmathize with vou in, this desire. 
< lmow some reoste who jie to ficht and scPan vith their neizhbors, 


alll but 2 don’t thine there sre many of that siripe in ovr community, 
Sw Poessonnliv I aheink from such en atbitude ond “ith sil my soul covet 


the manifestation of « spirit of friendliness, 


Again, ve sre »i1 aware that some of our ramijies are senre~ 
Sented in» pot! churches and that our S. 3. has served the entire 
communitye When ony threat of division touches us so directly we 
certainiy ought to hesitate before we vomit ourselves to any policy 
which wouid affect or mieht affect sny who come. within. this. cntecor 


Yet agnin ve might be cautioned to beware lent by emphasiving 
the exelusiveness of our faith we sacrifice the opporten’ ty of winning 
others to if. Certainly we want to rive no'offense if there is any 
possible way of avoiding it. 


‘io mea, these are the most potent areurents for continuing union 
services. Perhaps there are others ns forceful which 1 have omitted, 
but i? is possible that they may come ur for considerstion as we go 
aione. What shell we sev to thesé deelarations? 


; We gurely have a duty to maintain as friendly relations with 
“thone shout us as is Khunanly possible, if we don't we neglect the 
edmonition to love both noigrhbors and enemies. Yot I tm 1¢ voint ovt 
that we have a prior duty, a duty to obey God, come what may. The 
Lord Jesus broumht out the distinetion when He said, "Render unto 
Caesar the things which are Caesar's and unto God the thines which are 
God's." There are times when a strict adhcrencs to God's will ne- 
cossitates going against tat which will please men. Deor friands, 
yy your relstionship to Christ you ere bound to ecorsider first of 

all whot God clearly teaches in His Word shout such union services, 


Unfortiunstely the other chureh in our community is not an 

evangelical clrirch. if it were a Baptist Ch. or a Methocist Ch. or 

a Fresh’ oriacn Ch. or ao tutheran Che or any other of the evangelieni 
ehurches our attitude eoilé be and would-be entirely difforent, But 
it is a chureh whose imewn and professed belief is at the osposite — 
pole from our own. The center of our faith is the divine Son of God,’ 
The Lord Jesus Christ. ve are bold to sey that His 4s the only nexe 
unéot heaven @iven emone Men whereby amon cen be saved. ile Insist 
that He is the only Keciator between God snd mone ‘then men 28k us 
what they must do to be saved w@ have only one answer, "Selieve on the 
lord Jesus Christ and tho: shelt be Saved." Our messare is thet He is 
the Lamb of God which taketh away sin3 there is no other. ‘the Apostie 
Paul emphasizes. the absolute necessity of such ¢ divine Christ when _- 
he ssid that 1f Christ be not risen, our feith is vain and ve are yet 
in ovr sins. ‘hose of us who studiec through the Gospel of John are 
INOce aware thon ever that the suthor's avowed purpose in writing the ~ 
book ws to give evidence that Jesus Christ was God's divine Sen and 


Without eavivoeation we held to faith in a divine Christ ss the one 
reans by whieh sinfel man can be Saved fro. fis Sin and be -rourcht into 


* 


the favor of Gad, 


Our sjster ehurch miles no such »rofession. It denics the Kine 
his throne. it denies the Saviour His saving power. It disregards 
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Christ's own cleins. It does not accept the historical evidence 

as set torth in the Seriptures and verified by secular history. Nor 
Goes it attempt to concen] its rnosition. Men may say much, they may 
ceny much, but all will arree that the offict«l vosition of that 
church denies the deity of Jesus Christ. by way of illustration, one 
of the men of our church *ecertly said thot he would not think of 
joining or eiving continual attendance to such a ¢hurch for to do so 
would Le to reject Christ. I believe he was richt, 


Sut will it not be said that that church coes accept Christ in e 
wav, that it secepts the spirit of Christ, the brotherhood of Christ? 
Doubtless that is true, but is it of any significance? I don't Imow of 
any decent brend of morslity or ethics or religion which doesn't 
hake such aeecstence, Hut what honor is such sn attitude to the ford 
Jesus Christe It is equivalent to recognising « kine es no more than 
& food citiren or even the bect citizen, while refusing to honor hin 
&§ sovereien, to prey homease to him, to be subsissive to kim in all 
things, to obey his every eommand. Instead of being at the center of 
faith, Christ lies somewhere on the perivhe rs. Christ is not the Boor, 
but one of the sheep. There ate other religions which accord Christ 
the seme place, that of a geood man, but no more than a man, ond yet you 
would never think of uniting in religious worship with them, But vhet 
goes God's Word have to say on the subject’ 


we) l-imown pessaees in thelr context you must certainly concludsé that 
they admonish us to refrein fromeny Kind of religious union with 

those who heve enether faith than thet which is centered in a divine 
Cepiste. A-one these sre: “Come out fro: emone themand be ye separate,” 
end “Se net unequally yoked together with unbelievers." Second John 10 
nné ll even feo so fer eS to Sey that if we thus freterni-e with those 

ho helé ary other view of Christ and Go not insist on 9 correet view 

of Lim we are partakers of their sin. es 


q 


Slesse do not misunderstand se when I say this, It éoesn"t mean sae 
thet ve sre te, aveld ordinary fellovshin with those of the Unitarian 


“ fetch. It does not mesn that Ue are to discriminate nerinst them in 


soci=l, economic or political uatters, It does not mean that we are to 


 heve « good word for Congregationnlistes and critieize and condemn those 


of the other faith. Yo do such would be absolutely wrong, with ai 


my gon I would o-pose it. I hone none of you have ever found we ruilty 


of such sin. I don*t know all those whe attend the other church, but 


- did have respect, céuiration and love for some of those whos I have 


_-¢ome to now. In sone instances I have enicyed friendly visits to” 


their homes. I have visited the: in hospit:is, I have on oceastion” 
visited a home where illness reigned. I have tendered sy symmathy when 
coath cone, True, I heve uot done eny of these things to the_extent 

L vould Leve desired, but I have done so whenever possibie. T heave 
extenced s word of sreetine or 2 smile -henever oecssion offers®, TI 

eon truly soy thet I love the vcople of the other church as vell as those 
of our om, But joining with these peorle in an official way asia 


Af 
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ehuren which po AS citforont Leith than my own is not a test of 
rioncsich. it 18 not a tort of good Will. it Is not a tost of Love. 
enn be a friend. I ean be a friend. IT ean exercise 7006 Wiile J can 

weanifest Love withort so doine. If I was not wmonibited | by the Jord of 
Gog Lo would be the fire? “O join in sueh"a union, vut because I am 
econvinved such Joint worshio ig wrone IT wovld sin in so doing, If 
therefore men sar” et hee treanseressent avainst the soirit of 
frin¢liness I must vet meiniain that they have ontirel + misunderatood 
the Stand LT have WeNe 


> 


neishbor who is 2 member of « certain lodgec. On ¢ eta eavenky 
invites me to attend sn open meting of hia lodve, ir Se 2 
vitotion for reasensa best Known to mynelf, put perhaps "alle Sc rh Exe é 
1 part TO hinw Is he then Justified in refusing to cont nie iy 
friend in cits vo CUTIE Lf so. Ll would venture to say thet theve was 
Sameth ne the matter ith that Kind of friendshis. It wasn't worth 
Kuch. LF it wouldn't stand when ZT imaw it was bert for yi not to fo 
With him it mast have boen very seivish und shallow, indeeé. Just so 
wath lave, hove and fric syria! 1) Tn Onur eam: os ca. a Was ued only 
ae ot tk 3 the Sepiptures, done surt cine, beeing all 
7 cee y Ae Live ei Ui mz ', @ancuving mld thinners. 
), “ny other Love ts superfieint one ten’ t worth 
so cusily on the rook of Giristian conviction at 
GE AY sonething wrong with it. it dete thet for 
Pitty veors the churches in this comunity have ctriven te mild an 
a ‘Sr ITit of. Love ond) Pebenck: a ie hy freien nab ss cre and that 
teh hos been achieved is of such delicate, le cheracter s6 to 
i. shattered $60 easily tren we can only conélide that at w ne of little 
welue in Gndts ai ih %, In my own hoeert and mind IT am eonvrinceé that the 
Wrole emp asi 3 of our chorch »rorrTem oveht to be the bps: ren ond 
women to: ioe nares ot Jesus Chriat as @ivine Tord ond Saviour that 
misht heeome passesecrs of the loves of the Indwelling Christ 
eich alone is the Kind of love of which 1 heve spoken. 


T> make poy maar ne ofenar PRT e cite an am lory. L heave a 
i 


that shall we say of a division of faith «ithin fauilies? -Firet 
A as ey See sorry en young j;cople entur into mixer marriages, 
those in whieh the rare ts ave of Giff cent fii iths, Qn the basissof 
Bible teaching, common sense »nd humen oeperience I strongly edvise 
afeinst it. If, however, it is cone ovr prayer is that the one who 
€oes not have a Saving faith in the Lord Jésus Christ my be won to 

A Spiess radeon GamiiR! alee, ia we a. somot iu es hippens, but more often not. The Lord 
Jesus wos not ignorant of such divisions within a fa jlv, declaring 
thet Lis coming would be the eeuse of Giffercnecs within families but 
that ary one who loved brother or sister or father or mother moregtron 
ther did Hin were net fit for the kindom of leeven, Onee agein, we 
ywoust imsist thet a son's firet loyslty is to His Lord, and :iich ae we 
ee troubles which may abice fron such cividsed fen fae S$ we bust hold 
+rue to tioct loyalty ond at the save tine scyiy every Clrtetion @race 
ta Bie) lonake uy 414k: -elines or misundeest ndings. 


. 


I should be evecadinely sorry if the problem we face should | 
affect in an; way the work 6f our 3. 5. It has hse the finest leader- 
ship possitie, Our sv per tatees nt has @iven it his untirine labors. 
God hens blessed it. Of lete, attendance records hae heen broken time 


AA? a. 


» and again qnd all without any ocdvertioinge pronagnnds or specialties 
of attraction. Tt hes been e steady rrovt} ar i ye r growth, I 
realiv dontt think that any action we wight tole tonient would much 
eurtall tre work of our 3. S&, It is true that a few rirht vossibly 
tike offense, byt if they did so it would be to their ovm detriment ‘ 
ama the rest of ua world have the adde@ responsibility to et out and 
work more diligently that our S. Se might prosper under Goits Jeading 
wore chan evens 


it is ssid that to discontinve union servieos would be to preclude 

possibliity of gaining epproach to those about us with « gosvel of 
faith in a eivine Christ. iI can well imavine the some ergument nirht 
heve been used in ancient kome when the Christigns wore the only re- 
iigious sect Which refused to particioate in the public -cligious 

On Kno rormanee of worshi ping tue Romen cuperor 13 divine. ‘The Christians 
wmeainteined thet their reii¢eion wus an eeeluatva roligvion an? that they 
ecoulée not conseien itiously do so. ‘they would eae fo evil thet good might 
eome thereby. “hey would not do a iittle wrong tint good might eone 
thereby. They would not do even the a TPntest we" stionsbie tht that 
their faith might beeave popular and twiis avtraet Others to embrace it, 
what was the result? God honored their testimony anc before wany yerra 
Christianity hee so grown thot it was the religion of t'e Roman estate, 


If we would see how utterly Inmposaible such » merhod of advancing 

Christ's kingdom really is let us think for « moment of our own 
»  «wiesioncry, Miss Maleol:, ‘out on the mission field in Afr jeg. She and 
a her folice vorkers would ruin their entire testimony (f thoy should, 

tLorcathe r with their mission church, join with a Local Noharmmetan chr reh 
4n @ wonton religions service, TT! ev eould no Longer pdey toes the 
meople of the necesad ty ; oe coming to Got ihru the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wo, the oniv wey the ve of evangelizing T= to boInt men ond women 
£0 our Lord ang Saviors And all this despite the Pret that the 
Hohammedhns purport to worship the one Go€ of tha benvens, the God of 
Abronny. ond Moses and Solomon. There is «a world of difference in the 
God worsht ; 


beped, for when the Christian .ooks upon desus Christ he 
beholds bis Leré and his God: when eny other worshipper looks wion Hin 
he aces not his God, pat s nere mn. “YY ny friends, vour God and ry 
= woo Kas rave euie Himeelf in the matchless person of the Lord Josus 
ae Christ! Ye thats hath seoén Ain bath seen the Father. 


Pernans it may ocetr to you timt certain other evangelieal 
ministess of sature and with uueh pastorel] experience have founé 
nothine wrone in holding sueh union sorvicasc., Is dt not treswmentuoue 
for 4 vounge oan, of second rote caiiberet the beot, to eoncenn: 
the SS erica’ If it were n persensl sonclucion, devoid of Scrigpiral 
ee % es soy yos, but it is not. it is 2e conviction compatlet 

itself’. i find that all ministers Go not internret 
mers iobpr re pee aNMe , regerdicss of «se or othar eirow stonces, ee are 
LL ae mM and © ing’ Lami err et many points, 4 confess that this is 
ment tive in my owm lite. Moreover, when we live siée by side with 
Somethine weong We werten become se accustomed to it taat = 


2 
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time our eves er Ine ¢ 98 to ito tive nature and we s€4uct ourselyv 

wo 2%. for a & se of mence, Yother than attempting to right chet whieh 

is wroryt.s oe ecially as wo pass towerd the closing yeurs of life we 

tend %o lose the prophetic viror with which we were ercowed in youtk » ond 

Jeave the eontendine for the faith to usunrer men. B t this is no ex- 

evse,. Granted thet there ave evanrelteonl mnieters who enter into such 

ioint enterorises TT ¢uresay a canvas of the evengelienl »inisters of 

our country woulé overwhe\mingly condemn the customasa a denial of 

our Christian position. At loast, I am confident thet for every 

evonge ies) minister who might be cited in favor of the joint services 
suewest several who would oppose it vith al} their soul. but 

in the last enalysis it is not a gues tion os 40 how many arc in favor 

end how cany oppose, but a questi Ton Of how God has Cireectcé us in His 

Hora. Gur Linel court of ann al is rot men, but Go 


ante th spam at length of the harm which has been done to the 
ause of Jesus Christ by Unitarian influence, both within one without 
mene lical churches, but I shall not anter into that swbiect tonieht. 
Tt bas been aiequately trestedin a bool ileh come of vou have read, 
end wiiteh shoulé be read by ererrone before he would dare to fo. on 
Facvord as praponent of wiitad worship servicer betweer savang: tLea) 
ane Yaitarian churenes. ia bo honveat Gorcon and-entitzed, "She 
heiven of the Sadducess.” If vou heventt ri ad ii and considered the 
evidence which it Sets forth 1 ber of yor to listen to the testimony 
of those whe have. 


t Eone re eke It may be suerécted that 
ef long recidence in the community ané the 
“y of mi rage 3 ing with and Vivi ing among thoage who might 
toke offense . nelion bee tO the cont rnueance of union servieen, 
Why, Ehen, éo I not fender my resicnation ond allow perce ond good 
will Go preveii® Row chall - state in brief but eleor tepms why I 
eanpnoet do <a? T ahs il meoke the at tempet end trust that vou will heer 
with me. 


E do not Teese 


35 2b ire yeeors 


Tn she fiestinines 7 love vou ald as 2 oe tmever loved the 
members eS any othe ae cangeoent ion og ecammuns Wher the Ford asus 
La Ope Upon Lhe Ch wovas vad Pr he lowed Fala Oh that Lb mienté 


pegs the way + which Got has Placed 1: my heort 2 deop and abiding 
ig ets on To. or our communion. T love you beeavse vou are C 


BRUOLG. for the ecleannecss of yvour habits and mMorad 
chapacters. you beeauae I find in vous Lives: a sterling cype 
Ge si Me which correspongs te thse history of these’ save 


GR vee Cire cousta wher “6 mre Y aye wome)? Gome toa | the freeder to vorehip 
the Game G4d we worskin thru the same jlord end Dieist Ang establisi ene 
& govermmenté onc soeiqal structive potted t>rouc.oet the world ? 

TUS Godly moturc. it could nok think of feaving your midst on. F or 
necess'ty. 


Ssvesdiy, 1 feel that God called me to tere vp the sh@hherd'ts 
aypios or this fold, ot Wigley tT woulG not hve cantemploced the 
agsumptlon of Such duties in a church vith aS full e crerram aa that 
at @ur chives while centr ine farm! Studies, 1 did not asit to te 
cansidere’ a8 a ro date vor this pulni , and when inicrrorsted as to 
Seger 2 wale 3 Swi (alata gy ss oO gee out a cali prayrec ' mmch ane debated 
much in mr own mind before seeing my way cleat to assume such preat 


‘Lor ws orks “g 


respond i bilitoy wih 1t jts attendant ot Ligat ons, whon God éid 

gl Veme The nec essary agcuvoanec na a call wis extended J ve nyself 
over inte the Loré's hands to be used in *° ecgpeecity until, He shovii 
Co11 me elseviere, He bas mot dons iia os yet. father, He has Leite 
kat ies mn clear duty of declaring to You Fite o es 1 and be seoching 
"OU a grace of His Son to stand for jigs matter 

; these whe have been pure los ad} He ger CPpitte . of the 


} 


she third place i fecl a most deffnite oblixvetion to contime 
the work best aut voung people. IT hnve felt led to davote a major 
ik Wau Sorte pe my Time to the oy bal fe es yplet sas ark’, and God haa plassed 
SUV ert va These. yours pes dieses are the coming Hope of our congwet. 
Hey are a ce roup of whieh we as Ch may be justly »rovd. . when I 
think of tuais med for ot ae aso Cio SI attst Lhe homeegoing of 
our beloved Mr. Dav ee ‘t ay (od that He han vrivilesecd mo to nave 
eome smoail part im L supplying ihis leacershio.s (Mac one. whe emndidated 
for this. wipe: been as led aa anoter trece ‘Mune caonte ~wetd have 
PAG.u8 W.GAeare, amen and~.G.any bolh- of whos Are users ef tobaece ant 


~Ldguors Shaye eee Reve bat ss herders -Lheuwe- mocho:d = bieht-viewm of 
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Ged's insvivead opis) It is no easy tacit to tind headers todeux who 

have standurds agreasble to shose nelé this conrrefation, and my 

heart would orke if, uncer any circumstances, our young people were 

bereft of the ener * oype of heade. I have so speci. al wifts or talents 
wWhta youne neoeple, but Inimbly, Dy “od's abundent grace, I 

trast feet He will help ne point them to che ind of Christian nanhood 

and womannnod whieh you bel dove to be right and desirable. 


Yet agnin, may I sor thet I have made a costly investrent im the 
work of thas ehureh., Perhans if is App” rent, oe mgt, but to.se 
it is real. I Go nov lshor here for any finoneial gain. Ruringe the 
firet yeor of my tesvre, for example, four dot ae ov of every Tive 
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